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20150328 –Veteran 5 to Isaac, re. Benson 
In 2015, Logan Isaac received an email from an enrolled student veteran reflecting on Meghan 
Benson, who succeeded Sally Bates in the role of Chaplain of the Divinity School; 

You are right to say that things do “not look rosie for DMC in the coming years” and with the appointment of 
the new chaplain, I think its going to be worse. Think back to the prayer we had last year in front of the chapel 
to call attention to military/vet suicide: she was one of the ‘concerned’ people that wanted us to move and not 
disrupt the baccalaureate. 

 20150619 – Isaac to Benson 
 
Hi Meghan; 
 
Congratulations on both the wedding and the new position! I noticed it takes effect in a few weeks, 
plus if you have changed your name, I don’t know whether I am reaching out to the correct email. 
Would you reply to confirm you got this, even if you can’t reply in depth for now? 
 
I had spoken with Ch. Bates some time ago about the possibility of doing a spiritual formation 
(advanced level?) that would specialize in military experience, both for veterans themselves, but also 
for those preparing for ministry in areas with a higher military concentration, like North Carolina. 
There was some movement, but I ended up accepting an offer for study in Scotland and it fell off 
my radar.  
 
Would it be possible to take up that conversation anew? Laura and I are hoping to be in NC 
beginning in August for at least a year, so I am trying to rekindle various opportunities for 
vocational expression that I’d pursued before I left the states. As I think I have mentioned to you in 
our past conversations, I have been ministering with veterans and soldiers since before my discharge 
in 2006, through personal relationships, my writing, and various kinds of advocacy on and off 
campus. I’d love the opportunity that guiding a spiritual formation group would provide me and 
those I might mentor for multiplying the fruits of the Guild’s seven years worth of labor.  
 
Looking forward to hearing your thoughts, and praying for the upcoming transition. Congratulations 
again! 



 

20150707 – Benson to Isaac 
 
Hey Logan, 
  
Thanks for your email and my apologies for the delay. As you saw from my out of office reply, I 
took some time off between jobs. 
  
I’m grateful to know of your interest in leading an advanced group. Unfortunately, I know that we 
don’t have the budget for this in the near term (I inherited Sally’s budget—and for this year I have 
to live within it). Sally had already made arrangements for spiritual formation groups (including 
advanced) before her retirement. So while I would be willing to give this careful consideration for 
the future, I cannot make any promises for the coming year. This is true not only from a budgetary 
perspective, but also because I feel like I need to learn more about this aspect of my role before 
making additions or changes to the current spiritual formation. I realize this may be disappointing. 
However, I would welcome a conversation when you’re back on campus to hear more about your 
vision and whether it may have some viability for the future. 

20150711 – Isaac to Benson 
 
Thanks for getting back to me Meghan. I’ve been jumping around in the homestretch before 
arriving in the states Aug. 2nd. I’d love to chat sometime after that.  
 
On a related note, if you’re able and willing, I am looking for help spreading the word about a 
workshop I’m giving August 8th at Blacknall.  
 
Kinghorn has been helping me craft a training for ministers in congregations and classrooms that 
include veterans and this will be a kind of test run to get an idea what to include and specific 
concerns for pastors and faculty. It’s part of a wider project to get at a martial hermeneutic that can 
live in the middle ground between either absolute pacifism or permissive just war theologies. Here’s 
a link with info; http://bit.ly/1LdZswt.  
 
If you can help let people know, I’d be really grateful.  

20160725.1434 – Benson to Isaac 
 
Hi Logan, 
 
I understand you stopped by the office. Unfortunately I can’t meet tomorrow...I’m working from 
home with a new puppy except when I’m teaching, and I’m in Canada much of next week. I’m not 
available til the week of August 8, which I may have mentioned in our earlier correspondence. 
 
Sonja can help set something up after that. 
 



20160725.1706 – Isaac to Benson 
 
Ah, I think we said the first week of August, but it’s helpful to have a date. I wanted to revisit our 
conversation about advanced spiritual formation based on care for veterans (an offering that would 
not be exclusive to veterans, just the perspective adopted). Matt Floding and I had lunch together 
the other day, in which the topic came up, which reminded me that a couple more student veterans 
had asked for it. When we initially talked, your concern was to keep the budget as was, at least until 
you had some time to settle. Since you’re working at home, and I do my fair share of telecommuting, 
maybe we can start thinking about it remotely.  
 
I recently crunched some numbers from the VA that suggest there are something like 2.7M 
Christian veterans living with combat stress of some kind in America. NC has twice the national 
average in raw numbers of vets, and therefore has about 94,000 Christian soldiers with combat 
stress, about 62,000 of whom would be in rural churches. The emphasis that the Duke endowment 
places on rural churches means that the likelihood that a young pastor will encounter war-weary 
veterans in their charges is almost certain, and that only reflects the number of those that the VA 
has diagnosed.  
 
Investing in the advanced spiritual formation of clergy to attend to this important population is a 
win-win for Duke as well as for the pastors being formed here. I was wondering if it would be 
possible to consider offering it this coming year if I were willing to lead it pro bono at first, 
as a pilot to see how students respond. That way you don’t have to amend your budget and students 
get the opportunity to be formed in ways that enrich not only the congregations, but themselves as 
shepherds of those who carry home hidden wounds of war.  
 
I hope this email finds you well and that you’ll offer your thoughts and feedback at your next 
convince.  
 

20160725.1707 - Isaac to Floding (& Kinghorn) 
 
Matt, I wanted you to see this email I sent to [Benson]. If you can lend your support to encouraging 
the Div school to commit to a pilot program for spiritual formation based around military 
experiences, I would be very grateful. 
 

20160725.1718 – Isaac to Veterans 1, 2, 3, & 4 
 
friends,  
 
Matt Floding and I met and talked at some length about the value of having an advanced spiritual 
care group focused on veterans concerns. Not something FOR veterans as much as ABOUT 
veterans. If this is something you support, it is more likely to be started if students ask for it.  
 
Below is an email I sent to the chaplain, offering to lead it without pay for the first semester. I first 
brought it to her attention in [June 2015], when she was hired, after Ch. Bates expressed interest and 
agreed it was valuable. At that time, Ch. Benson said it was a budgetary concern, that she didn’t want 



to chance the budget Sally left for her right away. It has been two years, and I’ve offered a solution 
that doesn’t require her to adjust her budget.  
 
Will you ask Chaplain Benson to strongly consider implementing a dedicated advanced 
spiritual formation course? Furthermore, if she agrees to it, will you help me spread the word 
about it within the middlers and seniors? 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all in the fall and I hope your summers have been more temperate 
than mine... 
 

20160725.1841 – Floding to Isaac 
   
Logan, 
 
I will be happy to speak to this. I think [two] things that you can do to make it plausible is 1) provide 
examples of what this formation would look like, and 2) speak to the concern that veterans can feel 
a bit isolated, will this contribute to that if only vets sign up for the opportunity. 
 

20160725.2113 – Benson to Isaac 
 
Hey Logan, 
  
Thanks for the email and the more thorough proposal. I’m glad to talk further. I think my initial 
impulse is that I would need to learn if there is any precedent for spiritual formation groups out of 
the Chaplain’s office being done pro bono—my initial guess is not, and I would have concerns 
about that as a precedent in terms of what is sponsored out of my office, especially when it is 
offered for academic credit. Of course, I have no problem with you just doing a group on your own 
and inviting members of the Duke Div community to be part of it…I just am not sure that the 
chaplain’s office would be involved in a formal way. You correctly anticipate that I do not have the 
budget for an additional group this year, and I’d wondered about doing a survey among the current 
DDS veterans to try and get a sense of the level of interest. I am willing to explore this for the future 
and would welcome further conversation. And I will try and learn about the precedent and pro bono 
suggestion in the meantime. 
  

20160725.2323 – Kinghorn to Isaac 
 
Thanks, Logan -- 
 
A few questions important for anything I say -- 
 
--what’s your vision of how this group would be assembled?  Would it be for first years, or for 
upper-level students?  Assigned, or self-selected?  I can imagine that if the latter, Meghan may be 
wondering how that would work logistically, and whether this would set a precedent for other 
focused groups. 



 
--what was [Floding’s] opinion?   
 
--do you know if there is any baseline experience or training (e.g., spiritual direction training) that is 
common to the current Spiritual Formation leaders?  Specifically, are there current leaders who are 
not either spiritual directors or clergy with parish/congregational experience? 
 

20160726.0842 – Veteran 2 to Isaac 
 
Hey Logan, 
 
I am interested in this and will email CH Benson.1 Could you give me a little more detail about what 
this SF group would look like? If it is about Veterans, what would that look like? It sounds like a 
good opportunity for me to finally have a community where I feel more comfortable. Thanks for 
your hard work and efforts in helping vets at Duke. 
 

20160726.0854 – Veteran 3 to Benson 
 
Chaplain Benson2,  
 
Good evening ma’am.  My name is [_] and I am coming up on my last year as a student in the M.Div 
program, which I’ve been doing part time.  It has been brought to my attention that Logan Mehl-
Laituri has been in advanced talks with you to start a spiritual formation group that targets 
veterans.   
 
Logan and I actually started the same semester, and he and Dr. Kinghorn have been really helpful in 
keeping me going at DDS, as I have found the environment to marginalize veterans, especially 
combat veterans such as myself.3  I remember him, [Veteran 5], and I asking about this several years 
ago, and approaching the powers that be, but it still hasn’t happened.  
 
Creating this group would help student veterans and their non-veteran peers come together for 
much needed community, because at DDS we are very divided. I have not been treated with the 
kind of care that Christians are called to because of the stereotypes that faculty and students have 
about the military.  I have a litany of examples, including being compared to a crusader in a lecture 
last semester, after which the faculty member laughed and said it was “OK because she had family in 
the Marines.”  This unfortunately is the kind of ostensibly innocuous, latently insidious 
indoctrination that has come to define the DDS experience for me.   
 
It was thanks to Logan and Warren that I came back to DDS after having to leave for awhile in 2011 
because I was made to feel unwelcome in precepts and lectures at some of the things that were said 

                                                
1 Veteran 2 is a protected veteran and was a current student at the time of this email.  
2 Veteran 3 is a protected veteran and was a student at the time of this email 
3 Combat veterans are protected by VEVRAA. Duke has called veterans “underrepresented” at the university due to a 
number of “historical and social barriers” in their AAP. 



by other students and by professors. Please make sure this group is created, it is needed now more 
than ever. 
 
I truly do not understand how in a state with the highest per capita amount of veterans how Duke 
can fail to be even handed when dealing with us.  There are a panoply of resources for almost every 
other demographic and “politically correct” group at Duke, but veterans can’t even get a spiritual 
formation group?  
 
Please take a step in the right direction ma’am.  I already feel as though I wasted my GI Bill and was 
used as a prop by DDS.  It’s my fault I didn’t leave sooner.  I wanted to return from war and feel 
loved, not marginalized and shamed.   
 
Have some integrity and please give us this small thing.  We’re not asking for a student center or for 
you to hire a combat vet for the faculty, although these would be good things as well and show 
Duke really cares... 

20160726.1057 – Isaac to Veteran 2 
 
It can look like whatever we want, within reason. Because I don’t have a hard commitment, it’s hard 
to say what it would look like, but I am a huge fan of consistency. Maybe something like opening in 
prayer, then having a time of checking in with one another, taking prayer requests, etc. Then some 
guided conversation or a very short talk about Christian soldiers and their contribution to scripture, 
worship, and theology. We could end with Ignatius’ Daily Examen. Then maybe we could plan for a 
non-formation social event once a month or once a semester. What did your first year formation 
look like and what did you take from it? 
 

20160727.0857 – Veteran 2 to Isaac 

I think that sounds great and would be something that I would enjoy. 

 

20160727.0903 – Isaac to Veterans 1, 2, 3, & 4 
 
… 
 
I have also asked Meghan Benson so make good on her suggestion that money was the only thing 
keeping a vets-focused advanced spiritual formation group to meet. Many moons ago [Veteran 
5], [Veteran 3], and I asked Sally Bates to start one and it gained a little steam. Then Meghan said, 
when she replaced sally, that she didn’t want to change Sally’s budget for the first year. That was two 
years ago, and I recently brought it back up to her, offering to do it pro bono as a pilot. She is still 
hesitant, claiming she will survey student veterans, but this is stalling; we asked several years ago and 
nobody has a comprehensive list of student vets. I need you to write Meghan telling her your 
thoughts about this token gesture and whether and to what extent creating it could build needed 
community between student veterans and the larger DDS population. Her email 



is meghan.benson@duke.edu. Please emailed her today or tomorrow before this goes stale or slips 
away like a dying paratrooper...4 

20160727.0918 – Isaac to Kinghorn 
 
If I am invited to lead a group, it would be an advanced course, not required. It would be heavy on 
listening/sharing of stories and faith journeys, some prayer and meditation, practices like Examen of 
Conscience (created by soldier saint ignatius) and stations of the cross (created by soldier saint 
francis), stuff like that. It could also serve as a teaching space too, to remind veterans (and civilians) 
of the long story of christian soldiers in Church history and their contributions to salvation history.  
 
In terms of what it would look like, what I have in mind is something like opening in prayer, then 
having a time of checking in with one another, taking prayer requests, etc. Then some guided 
conversation or a very short talk about Christian soldiers and their contribution to scripture, 
worship, and theology. We could end with Ignatius’ Daily Examen. Then maybe we could plan for a 
non-formation social event once a month or once a semester. Might try to keep the group in touch 
after the year and explore a possible pilgrimage to Tours (for Martin) or Assisi, etc. I think big... ;-) 
 
Matt Floding had this to say;  
I will be happy to speak to this. I think [two] things that you can do to make it plausible is 1) provide examples of 
what this formation would look like, and 2) speak to the concern that veterans can feel a bit isolated, will this 
contribute to that if only vets sign up for the opportunity. 
 
[Veteran 3] emailed Meghan, illuminating [Floding’s] 2nd concern. I’ve also let [Veteran 2], [Veteran 
1], and [Veteran 4] know that [Benson] is considering it and encouraged them to weigh in as well. If 
you support doing this, I hope you would reach out to [Benson] as well, there’s no reason not to and 
a moral decision is made to either to do it or not to do it. The decision not to do it further 
endangers vets and entrenches isolationist tendencies in them and implicit bias in civilian students, 
staff, an faculty. [Veteran 3] shared with me the latest harassing comments made in precent and 
lectures, so I am going to push hard for this to get started. I hope you will too.  
 

20160727.0924 – Isaac to Floding 
 
Thanks for your thoughts Matt, illuminating as always.  
 
I have been in conversation with Meghan and other student veterans who can speak to your 2nd 
concern, and have. In terms of the 1st, if I am invited to lead a group, it would be an advanced 
course, not required. It would be heavy on listening/sharing of stories and faith journeys, some 
prayer and meditation, practices like Examen of Conscience (created by soldier saint ignatius) and 
stations of the cross (created by soldier saint francis), etc. It could also serve as a teaching space too, 
to remind veterans (and civilians) of the long story of christian soldiers in Church history and their 
contributions to salvation history.  
 

                                                
4 Veteran 2 replied, saying he emailed Benson 



In terms of what it would look like, what I have in mind is something like opening in prayer, then 
having a time of checking in with one another, taking prayer requests, etc. Then some guided 
conversation or a very short talk about Christian soldiers and their contribution to scripture, 
worship, and theology. We could end with Ignatius’ Daily Examen. Then maybe we could plan for a 
non-formation social event once a month or once a semester. Might try to keep the group in touch 
after the year and explore a possible pilgrimage to Tours (for Martin) or Assisi, etc. I think big... ;-) 
 
Do you have any thoughts? More importantly, would you be willing to email Meghan in support 
of this idea?  I have heard from several vets that the number of inappropriate (and harassing) 
comments made recently are increasing. There still is not concrete commitment that I know of to 
undoing the history of bias and stereotyping that veterans are victim to at DDS. For these reasons, I 
will be pushing as much as I can to plant and cultivate this mustard seed of an idea. I hope you will 
do so as well.  
 

20160727.0928 – Isaac to Floding (re. Veteran 3) 
 
this is an excerpt of what one student veteran wrote to Meghan, characteristically rough around the 
edges, but illustrative nonetheless;  
 
Creating this group would help student veterans and their non-veteran peers come together for much needed community, 
because at DDS we are very divided. I have not been treated with the kind of care that Christians are called to because 
of the stereotypes that faculty and students have about the military.  I have a litany of examples, including being 
compared to a crusader in a lecture last semester, after which the faculty member laughed and said it was “OK because 
she had family in the Marines.”  This unfortunately is the kind of ostensibly innocuous, latently insidious 
indoctrination that has come to define the DDS experience for me.   
 
I truly do not understand how in a state with the highest per capita amount of veterans how Duke can fail to be even 
handed when dealing with us.  There are a panoply of resources for almost every other demographic and “politically 
correct” group at Duke, but veterans can’t even get a spiritual formation group?  
 
Please take a step in the right direction ma’am.  I already feel as though I wasted my GI Bill and was used as a prop 
by DDS.  It’s my fault I didn’t leave sooner.  I wanted to return from war and feel loved, not marginalized and 
shamed.   
 

20160727.0935 – Floding to Isaac 
 
This is helpful Logan.  Well organized and rooted deeply in the Tradition. 
I’ll email or speak directly to Meghan about this. 
 

20160727.0947 – Isaac to Benson 
 
Thanks for this Meghan.  
 



I know that any survey would not be as effective as it may seem, however. There is no reliable data 
on those students at Duke, or any of it’s Graduate & Professional schools, who are veterans. Many 
do not self-identify, others already suffer discrimination in the class room or are subjected to 
harassment and implicit bias, and I know from first hand experience that Duke does not track the 
information reliably in the first place and has no systematically enforced means of collecting such 
data.  
 
Of the 20 veterans who take their own life every day, about 14, or seventy percent, of them likely 
identify as Christians. Statistically, the only thing keeping that from happening on campus again, 
after Alex Ney’s death about 10 years ago, is time.5 Veterans are protected by affirmative action as 
well as University policy, but have no faculty mentors who share their military experience and are therefore 
more disadvantaged at the Divinity School than by other Graduate/Professional Schools on campus 
who employ veterans as ranked faculty.  
 
To create or not create a group dedicated to ministry to and among veterans is a moral choice, and 
has been every year since it was brought to Dean Hays’ attention in 2010, Sally Bates’ attention in 
2013, and yours in 2014. I hope poor moral choices cease being made at Duke, that staff and faculty 
recognize that each of us are our brother’s and sister’s keepers. Because these decisions directly and 
injuriously affect those who carry home hidden wounds from war, people referred often to as “the 
other 99 percent,” or what Jesus called “the least the least of these who are members of my family.” 
 

20160803.1009 – Benson to Isaac 
 
Dear Logan, 
 
Thanks for your email. I very much appreciate you and your consistent desire to bring the veteran 
community more fully into the hearts and minds of the Divinity School--for the protection of 
veterans, but also to increase lay awareness of the unique circumstances veterans often face, 
especially at a place like Duke Divinity, with its blind spots. I am grateful that you refuse to let those 
blind spots persist. 
 
I’ve had a couple of meetings in recent days regarding your request, including with Warren 
Kinghorn, whom I contacted on Monday. The general consensus that grew out of the conversations 
is that we’d like to convene the Duke Divinity Veterans at the start of the year, with [Veteran 1]’s 
leadership, to discuss with current students what ways the Chaplain’s office can offer support, 
including exploring the possibility of something like a spiritual formation group, among other things. 
We want to be sure we’re all on the same page as we explore some of these possibilities. 
 

20160803.1052 – Isaac to Benson, Kinghorn, Veteran 1 
 
Thanks for your email Meghan.  
 

                                                
5 Alex Ney was a student veteran who committed suicide prior to Isaac’s arrival at Duke.  



As a non student, it sounds like I am not a part of the discernment about veterans at Duke which 
you would like to host or that the chaplains office has no responsibility to me as a junior employee, 
alumni, or community stakeholder. It may be a mix up in communication, but I keep getting the 
impression that I don’t belong, so I will step away and wish you all the best.  
 
Let me know if and how I might be of service to you in the future.  
 

20160803.1539 – Isaac to Veterans 1, 2, 3, & 4, Floding, Kinghorn 
 
I get the sense I am being pushed away, so I wanted to make sure you all had this information so 
that you can keep DDS accountable to promises made to veterans.  
 
Matt Floding and [Veteran 4], I’m CCing you as you expressed some interest in this. However I 
think the ...disregard(?) I’m being shown would likely be applicable to Matt since you are not a 
student and not regular rank faculty. [Veteran 4], I know you’ll be at Sanford, but maybe by the time 
you are back, they’ll have acted in this 3 year old request. Hope this at least gives you two some 
sense of closure.   
 
However, I worry nothing will happen until we refuse to draw lines between veterans and insist we 
are all one community equally affected by bias, hate, and discrimination. We need civilian allies who 
are also unwilling to stratify the military community the way DDS has for going on six years.  
 

20160803.1556 – Floding to Isaac, Veterans 1, 2, 3, & 4, Kinghorn 
 
Friends and colleagues, 
 
I have experienced Chaplain Meghan as pro-active regarding veterans, including conversations 
before many of us left for R&R time. I’m sure that this will be an ongoing concern and 
conversation. 
 

20160803.1604 – Isaac to Floding (and all above) 
 
Matt, I want to believe you, but we have had very different experiences of the institution in question. 
I am very glad you have had a positive experience with Meghan as chaplain, but I also hope you can 
see where my experience is also valid and important. She gave one reason three years ago for not 
acting on this and now another reason is being given and, so I cannot reasonably justify the use of 
“pro active.” Worse, now she is also strongly implying that I am not someone she is beholden to, 
driving salt into the wound I shared with her as a Christian brother and a member of a community 
in need of institutional support. Her correspondence seems a lot like an avoidance technique, not 
commitment to “the least of us.” 
 
If you are my battle buddy, or the battle buddy of other student veterans who have not had the 
luxury of a pleasant experience at Duke, then I trust you will hold our perspective and our pain not 
just in discreet prayer, but before those who have the power to change the way this institution is 



behaving. Like Walter Wink, I believe that Duke, and even the military, has been created good, but 
have become corrupt and are in desperate need of redemption. I hope the military community at 
Duke Divinity can trust you to proactively participate in the redemption of this place.  
 

20160803.1714 – Kinghorn to Isaac (and all above) 
 
Logan, 
 
Thanks for this.    
 
As Meghan wrote below, she reached out to me and I met with her yesterday, along with Rhonda 
Parker.   
 
I know that things like this never seem to be moving fast enough, if at all.  And there’s truth to that -
- in this case, this conversation about spiritual formation wouldn’t be happening right now without 
your time and energy spent calling and meeting with folks here in the last week.  I’m not sure what 
to do with that, except to acknowledge it, and to say thanks. 
 
Meghan’s e-mail below accurately reflects our conversation yesterday, but for what it’s worth, it was 
in the context of appreciation for your advocacy, of awareness that DDS is often a hard place for 
veterans for a number of reasons, and in wanting to move forward -- not in wanting to table this 
issue, to avoid, to set up roadblocks, etc.  I can’t speak for Meghan or for the divinity school, but 
what came out of that meeting -- and I agree with this -- was that it is important to hear from the 
divinity veteran group as a whole about what would be most helpful, and in what context.  [Veteran 
1] needs to be part of that conversation, as do those of you on this e-mail, as does Matt, as do 
you.   But early August is a hard time for that to happen, when people are scattered and students are 
not on campus.   
 
In writing this, I know that I’m likely part of the institutional inertia that you are sick and tired of.  I 
would just say:  trust that people here actually do care, and mean the best, even if we/they don’t 
always act quickly.  Keep pressing these issues, and do so collaboratively with Meghan, with Matt, 
with me, with current divinity students including [Veteran 1].   
 
A bigger question in all this is how DDS collaborates helpfully and constructively with you and the 
Guild, and vice-versa.   
 

20160803.1740 – Floding to Isaac (and all above) 
 
Logan, 
 
I grant that we’ve had different experiences.  I acknowledge your challenging one.  I think we’re 
moving forward. 
 
As for institutions, since I’m of the tribe Presbyterian, I have a healthy skepticism, even as I believe 
in them and God’s use of them for his glory. 



 
More after vacation.6 
 

20160803.1745 – Isaac to Kinghorn (and all above) 
 
Thank you Warren, I appreciate shining light on the context for the meeting.  
 
However, I must press back and insist that “trust” is hollow if it resides only within the internal 
disposition or intention of a person called by God to be living members of Christ’s body here on 
earth. James called such persons “dead” in the faith.  
 
I also sympathize with [Veteran 1], from whom I have not heard since last semester. Institutions like 
Duke expect an unreasonable “optempo” from students which conflicts with reality, that we are all 
finite creatures. As an MTSer, I had the luxury of having summers to read and write (emails, but also 
books). Nothing will change if we keep pushing agenda items to the very threshold of each 
new semester. I have accepted that there will be no formation group this year, despite it being a 
four year old request. It will be a fourteen year old request until a community of people adhere, as 
one, to their shared commitments and convictions to make their requests reality. [Veteran 5], 
[Veteran 3], and I, who initially requested a group, are every bit a part of this Us as current student 
veterans, but our voice is being marginalized in favor of institutional sloth.  
 
As a Christian brother, my being a non student does not let me hide behind Cain’s question of 
whether I am my kin’s keeper. How each of us answers that simple question is centrally important. 
The blood of 14 Christian veterans cries out to God every day. No answer, even a delayed answer, 
is still an answer. It will not be mine, and I hope it isn’t any of ours on this email.  
 
I am near to giving up hope that the divinity school will act in accordance with it’s stated 
confessional convictions or with its federally mandated obligations (...and I held out longer than any 
student veteran I encountered). If I am wrong, I look forward to evidence to that effect.  
 
Do not thank me for what I’ve done; help us all do what is both necessary and morally right.  
 
Let me know if there’s anything I can do to support any of you.  
 

20160826 – Veteran 1 to undisclosed 
 
2nd & 3rd Year Students -  
 
I am forwarding along the announcement below, sent from the Chaplain’s Office in the email about 
all ASF Groups offered for Fall 2016.  Note that there will be an informational meeting at 12pm in 
103W on September 7th (103W is the Field Ed Conference Room). 
Please do not hesitate to contact Rev. Matt Floding or Chaplain Meghan Benson if you have any 
questions in the meantime.  Matt Floding is the Director of Ministerial Formation at Duke Divinity 

                                                
6 This was the last email Isaac ever received from Floding 



School and spent years in uniform as a chaplain.  He cares deeply for veterans, military members, 
and the ways in which The Church ministers to them and their families.   
 
Enjoy this last weekend-without-classes! 
[Veteran 1] 
 
 
CHURMIN 705.09  Divinity Veterans Spiritual Formation 
Instructor:  Matthew Floding 
Time:  First meeting – Wed., Sept 7, 12 pm at which a regular meeting time will be determined 
Location:  103 Westbrook 
  
The shared experience of military service may unite veterans, but each has a unique 
experience.  Each Duke Divinity School veteran will live out their call in a unique way and through a 
variety of traditions, much like what Paul wrote of the church:  “Now there are varieties of gifts, but 
the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord…(1 CO 12:4,5). The veterans’ 
spiritual formation group will engage in Christian practices rooted in scripture and prayer together 
for mutual support and growth.  A special emphasis will be placed on practices that fortify resilience, 
self-awareness and empathy with others and with self.    
 

20161105 – Isaac to Benson, Floding 
 
Matt and Meghan; 
 
I apologize for the late hour. I am reviewing emails in reference to events that occurred over the 
summer and early fall in connection with a series of events that have exposed me to bias, 
harassment, threats, and discrimination in and around the divinity school.  
 
Matt, several emails you and I exchanged, in which you asked for specifics about what a spiritual 
formation group might do or look like, followed by the school’s decision to assign a course number 
and formally adopt my idea we discussed, appears highly suspicious. It may be an issue of intellectual 
property theft, at worst, or a form of plagiarism, if my ideas were taken without consent and without 
attribution. If it is being done for credit, and student tuition is therefor involved, then the movement 
of money heightens the appearance of wrongdoing. 
 
Meghan, you told me you did not have the budget for another advanced spiritual formation group. 
You also implicitly agreed, by not responding or objecting in any way, with my stated assumption 
that you do not believe the chaplain’s office is responsible to employees. If you now have money, I 
would like to hear why you felt my education and experience did not qualify me to be offered the 
position and/or why either of you felt no need to communicate with me about this alarming and 
personally slighting change of course.  
 
If you could, please provide some kind of context so I can dispel any possible appearance of 
wrongdoing as soon as possible. If I have no information other than a few email chains by Monday 
morning, I have to turn it over to regulatory bodies to resolve the matter because I will be traveling 
overseas without reliable internet. I am hoping you will be able to shed light on this particular series 



of events so that it is one less thing to report and, frankly, to dispel any personal confusion and 
frustration I may have at what appears to be an inconsiderate and potentially injurious set of 
decisions.  
 

20161114 – Isaac to Benson, Floding 
 
I have not received any response from you in over a week, so I must assume you decline to resolve 
this matter between private parties. Because you seem to wish not to communicate with me, this 
email and other relevant correspondence will be forwarded to the proper authorities.  


